[Two fibrinopulurent empyema cases--treatment with early mini-thoracotomy and transcatheter urokinase instillation].
We successfully treated two male patients with nontuberculous multiloculated empyemas by early mini-thoracotomy 3 and 6 weeks, respectively, after the onset of the disease. Transcatheter urokinase instillation facilitated drainage of a hemorrhagic loculated pleural collection in one patient after the operation. We believe that these treatments are less invasive and more effective than standard methods in providing early and complete resolution fibrinopurulent empyema in patients in whom this disorder might become chronic.